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For further information on this agenda or how the Committee of the Whole meeting
works, please contact Amanda Rock, Committee Coordinator, at 596-8211
ext. 8363 or amanda.rock@ocdsb.ca
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS: STAFE:

All Trustees Camille Williams-Taylor, Director of Education and Secretary of the Board
ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVES (NON VOTING):

Ottawa-Carleton Assembly of School Councils (OCASC), Malaka Hendela, Alternate: Christine Moulaison
Ottawa-Carleton Elementary Operations Committee (OCEOQOC), Jennifer Capitani

Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO), Wulf Heidecker

Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation (OSSTF), Cathy Bailey (Teachers), Kelly Granum (OSSTF —
OT), Nancy Akehurst (OSSTF — ESP), Troy Cluff (OSSTF- PSSU), Karen lvings (OSSTF- PSSP), Jean Trant
(OSSTF-SSP), Biana Gordon (OSSTF-PECCS), Alternate: TBC

Ottawa-Carleton Secondary School Administrators Network (OCSSAN), Rupi Bergamin and Steven Spidell
Non-affiliated Staff, Stacey Kay

Student Senate (OCSPC or STAC), TBC

Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC), Donna Owen,

Advisory Committee on Equity (ACE), Elaine Hayles, Alternate: Harvey Brown

DISTRIBUTION:

All Board Members, Senior Administration

ABOUT COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (PUBLIC):
o The Committee of the Whole (Public) is comprised of all members of the Board with the Vice-chair presiding.

ABOUT THIS AGENDA:

e The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board posts complete standing committee and Special Education
Advisory Committee agendas and reports on the website on the Friday, at least ten days prior to the
scheduling of the meeting.

¢ In most instances, staff names have been included on the agenda for contact purposes should you
have any questions prior to the meeting.

¢ If you would like further information on this Agenda or how the Committee meeting works. please
contact Amanda Rock, Committee Coordinator at 596-8211, ext. 8363 or amanda.rock@ocdsb.ca

IN CAMERA MEETINGS:
¢ Under provincial law, “A meeting of a committee of a board, including a committee of the whole board,
may be closed to the public when the subject-matter under consideration involves,

(a) the security of the property of the board;

(b) the disclosure of intimate, personal or financial information in respect of a member of the board
or committee, an employee or prospective employee of the board or a pupil or his or her parent
or guardian;

(© the acquisition or disposal of a school site;

(d) decisions in respect of negotiations with employees of the board; or

(e) litigation affecting the board.”

HOW TO APPEAR AS A DELEGATION:

e The following rules apply to members of the public who would like to address the Committee at a public
meeting:

o If registered by the Thursday prior to the meeting, providing a written submission, and a first
appearance on the subject, (up to a 4 minute delegation); or

o If registering prior to the start of the meeting using the sign-up sheet (up to a 2 minute
delegation).

e To pre-register your delegation, you must submit a written statement to Amanda Rock on your issue by
4:00 pm on the Thursday prior to the release of the agenda package. Please note, if the Friday prior to
the regularly scheduled Board meeting is a statutory holiday, then the deadline is 4:00 pm on
Wednesday. Your written statement will be included in the agenda package. If you would like to pre-
register, please contact Amanda Rock, Committee Coordinator at
(613) 596-8211, ext. 8363, or amanda.rock@ocdsb.ca

e At the beginning of each Committee meeting, a maximum of 20 minutes will be allotted for delegations.
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PUBLIC ADDENDUM AGENDA
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Board Room
Administration Building
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Ottawa, Ontario
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Hello, everyone,

We the parents at Crystal Bay Centre for Special Education are reaching out to you to
request a change in the class size at this school for children with multiple
exceptionalities, and to request funding for additional teaching staff to accomplish this.

Currently the ratio at OCDSB special education centres is 1 teacher to 8 students. All of
the students attending these schools have many challenges. They all have moderate to
severe developmental disabilities, but in addition to developmental delays, many of
these students also have one or more of: autism, visual impairments, hearing
impairments, physical challenges (they have difficulty walking and/or use wheelchairs),
and many are non-verbal. Some students also have high medical needs that require
having nurses care for them in the classroom. In short, these students have the highest
needs and are the lowest-functioning and most vulnerable students in our school board.

We are requesting to have the class size at Crystal Bay Centre changed to match the
ratio of the board’s Autism Program classes, which is 1 teacher to 6 students. It should
be noted that students who attend the Autism Program classes are higher-functioning
and more independent than the students at Crystal Bay. Currently, at least half of the
students at Crystal Bay have a formal diagnosis of autism in addition to developmental
disabilities and other challenges. Adding more staff to the current classes of 8 students
is not really a viable option, as a large number of people in the classroom tends to
overwhelm many of the students, and they have difficulty coping with a noisy and busy
environment.

The majority of OCDSB students who have developmental disabilities as their only
exceptionality are currently being taught in Developmental Disability program classes
within regular schools, while Crystal Bay Centre is teaching students who have multiple
diagnoses - the highest-needs and lowest-functioning students. We believe that the
teacher to student ratio should be changed to be 1 teacher to 6 students, to support the
reality in these classes and to give our students a favourable learning environment in
which they can succeed to the best of their abilities.

Given our school’s current population of 96 students, what we are asking of the Board is
for Crystal Bay Centre to be allotted additional funding to hire 3 teachers and 9
educational assistants, so that each class will then have 6 students, 1 teacher and
approximately 3 educational assistants, depending on specific needs.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Janet Bowen (Chair)
Alison Muir (Secretary)
Crystal Bay Centre for Special Education School Council
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