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Learning Letters and Identifying Sounds in Words Word Level Reading and Spelling

Reading Fluency
How Sentences  

Are Created

Grades are indicated where there are explicit expectations in the curriculum for educators to teach and assess.
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Comprehension

Letter names and  
letter sounds. 
(Phonological Awareness, 
Phonemic Awareness)

Students identify individual 
sounds, break down words 
into sounds, and blend 
sounds.

The knowledge and 
understanding of spelling 
systems.
(Orthographic Knowledge)

Students learn how to sound 
out words by understanding the 
relationship between letters and 
sounds, including spelling rules.

Understanding and using 
sentence structure.
(Grammar-Syntax)

Students learn grammar rules 
and sentence structure to 
understand and communicate 
oral and written language.

Understanding meaningful 
chunks of words.
(Morphology) 

Students learn about word 
structure to help them read, 
spell, and understand new 
words.

Knowledge of words 
that are directly 
associated with a  
given topic.
(Vocabulary) 

Students learn words that 
help them better understand 
the world around them.

Making meaning of text.
(Comprehension)

Students apply their 
vocabulary, grammar skills, 
and background knowledge 
to understand various texts 
and conversations.

Identifying and using letters 
and letter sounds.
(Alphabet Knowledge and Phonics)

Students learn to recognize and 
name letters, know the sounds 
of blended letters (e.g., th), and 
understand how letters and sounds 
go together to form words.

Reading text quickly and 
accurately with ease and 
expression.
(Accuracy, Rate, Prosody)

Students learn to read accurately, 
smoothly, and easily, at a good 
pace, as if they are talking or 
telling a story.
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