Heading for Extinction

And What the OCDSB
Can Do About It
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Emissions continue to increase completely unchecked

Atmospheric Concentrations of CO2 and CO2 Equivalent
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Global temperatures are rising relentlessly

Global average temperature anomaly
meromee (1850-2017)
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Oceans Are Warming Faster Than
Predicted

Earth’s seas are absorbing excess heat 40 percent faster than previous estimates
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Insects

Plummeting insect numbers 'threaten collapse
of nature'

Exclusive: Insects could vanish within a century at current rate
of decline, says global review

Why are insects in decline, and can we do anything about it?

Damian Carrington Environment editor

¥ @dpcarrington
Sun 10 Feb 2019 18.00 GMT
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The world’s insects are hurtling down the path to extinction, threatening a
“catastrophic collapse of nature’s ecosystems”, according to the first global
scientific review.

More than 40% of insect species are declining and a third are endangered,
the analysis found. The rate of extinction is eight times faster than that of
mammals, birds and reptiles. The total mass of insects is falling by a
precipitous 2.5% a year, according to the best data available, suggesting
they could vanish within a century.



4

“This is two degrees ... our best-case scenario’

“At two degrees, the melting of ice sheets will pass a tipping point of
collapse, flooding dozens of the world’s major cities this century. At that
amount of warming, it is estimated, global GDP, per capita, will be cut by
13 percent. Four hundred million more people will suffer from water
scarcity, and even in the northern latitudes heat waves will kill thousands
each summer. It will be worse in the planet’s equatorial band. In India,
where many cities now numbering in the many millions would become
unlivably hot, there would be 32 times as many extreme heat waves, each
lasting five times as long and exposing, in total, 93 times more people. This
is two degrees — practically speaking, our absolute best-case climate

scenario.



“At three degrees ...

... southern Europe will be in permanent drought. The
average drought in Central America would last 19
months and in the Caribbean 21 months. In northern
Africa, the figure is 60 months — five years. The areas
burned each year by wildfires would double in the
Mediterranean and sextuple in the United States.
Beyond the sea-level rise, which will already be
swallowing cities from Miami Beach to Jakarta,
damages just from river flooding will grow 30-fold in
Bangladesh, 20-fold in India, and as much as 60-fold in
the U.K.”



“At four degrees ...

... there would be eight million cases of dengue fever
each year in Latin America alone. Global grain yields
could fall by as much as 50 percent, producing annual or
close-to-annual food crises. The global economy would
be more than 30 percent smaller than it would be
without climate change, and we would see at least half
again as much conflict and warfare as we do

today. Possibly more.”
- Intelligencer



So what’s a realistic temperature projection?

Only 1% chance of hitting
Paris 1.5°C target

Only 5% chance it will
be less than 2°C

Likely range:
2°C - 4.9°C
(median 3.2°C)



The threat of human extinction

“By and large the consensus is the same: We are on
track for four degrees of warming, more than twice as
much as most scientists believe is possible to endure
without inflicting climate suffering on hundreds of
millions or threatening at least parts of the social and
political infrastructure we call, grandly, “civilization.”
The only thing that changed, this week, is that the

scientists, finally, have hit the panic button.”
- Intelligencer
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“l don’t want your
hope. | don’t want yo
to be hopeful. | wan
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you to panic ... and act
as if the house was on

fire. ”

Greta Thunberg




Pupils’ climate change strike threat
poses dilemma for heads

Thousands of pupils set to be absent on 15 February, putting
schools on the spot

A The proposed school strike is inspired by similar protests in Australia, above, and elsewhere. Photograph: Mark
Metcalfe/Getty Images

Headteachers across the country will this week be faced with a tricky
dilemma: should they allow their pupils to go on strike?

Thousands of schoolchildren are expected to absent themselves from school
on Friday to take part in a series of coordinated protests drawing attention to

Student climate strike: ‘It’s our future’

February 7,2019
Issue 1208 // Australia
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After the successful School Strike 4 Climate Action last November 30, where more than 15,000

Climate school strikes go global

Campaign Against Climate Change | 31st January 2019

A global, independent youth movement is gaining momentum - with a UK strike planned for
February.
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A role for the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board

e Curriculum
Ask the province to develop new study materials
to help students prepare, as best they can, for
the likelihood of civilizational collapse
e Leadership
Join the many groups like the Canadian Medical
Association calling for action on climate change
® Support
Adopt policies to support students participating
in this year’s escalating student climate strikes






Grand Chief Stewart Phillip

President of the Union
of B.C. Indian Chiefs






