
 
 

 

Educational and Other Assessments 

Purpose of the Standard 
To provide details of the board’s assessment policies and procedures to the ministry and to 
make parents aware of the types of assessment tools used by the school board, the ways in 
which assessments are obtained by IPRCs and the ways in which assessments are used. 
 
The OCDSB uses a range of assessment strategies in order to develop appropriate 
programs and interventions for students. The goal of any assessment is ultimately to 
best serve the needs of a student by providing staff with insights into a student’s 
strengths, needs, and learning profile. The variety of assessment strategies may range 
from routine classroom practice to formalized assessments, which may be conducted by 
professionals with specialized knowledge and training.  
 
Should an assessment involving personnel other than the classroom teacher or special 
education teacher (LRT / LST) be considered, the process will be discussed with 
parents / guardians and the student (as appropriate) prior to the assessment. At this 
time, informed consent can be provided, followed by signed consent which is required 
prior to the beginning of the assessment. 
 
Identification vs. Diagnosis 
An identification is defined by the Education Act and states that a student has special 
needs and is an exceptional pupil (under one or more of the Ministry of Education 
categories). A diagnosis is defined by the Ontario Regulated Health Professions Act, 
which means “identifying a disease or disorder as the cause of the symptoms of an 
individual in circumstances in which it is reasonably foreseeable that the individual will 
rely on the diagnosis.” 
 
In the OCDSB, there a variety of assessments, they are as follows: 
 
School-Level Assessments 

● teacher-developed assessments, including observation; 
● educational assessments by appropriate special education staff to identify student 

strengths and needs; 
● Curriculum Services supported assessments (PM Benchmarks, GB+, etc.). 

District-Level Assessments 
● assessments to facilitate consistency of grading across the system; 
● norm-referenced achievement and abilities testing to assist in identifying students 

with special program or placement needs; 
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● professional assessment (psychological, social work, speech and language, 
behaviour) to identify students’ strengths and needs for appropriate program and 
placement. 

Provincial Assessments 
● assessments to determine if students have acquired sufficient skills to move 

toward graduation (at secondary); 
● assessment to measure progress towards the attainment of curriculum 

expectations and standards; 
● reading, writing and numeracy assessment as prescribed by the Ministry of 

Education. 

National and International Assessments 
● to provide context for achievement results of OCDSB students in relation to 

populations outside the limits of the District. 

Testing Schedule: 2018 – 2019 

 EQAO Assessments 

Grade Test/Assessment Next Admin. 
3 & 6 Reading, Writing, Mathematics May 21 to June 3, 2019 

9 Math January 14 to January 25, 2019 &  
June 5 to June 18, 2019 

10 Literacy March 27, 2019 

 
National and International Assessments with a 3 – 5 Year Administration Cycle 

Grade Source Test/Assessment Next Admin. 
10 PISA Programme for International Student 

Assessment 2021 

4, 8  TIMSS Trends in Mathematics and Science Study 
(sample of students in each grade) April 2019 

  
Confidentiality and Rights to Privacy 

● Written and informed parental/guardian consent must be obtained for the Canadian 
Cognitive Abilities Test (CCAT), psychological, social work, behavioural and 
speech- language pathology assessments for students under the age of 18; 

● Informed consent is obtained for educational assessments for students under 18 
years of age; 
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● Information can only be shared with outside agencies and other professionals with 
written parental consent or with written consent from the student if they are 18 
years of age or older; 

● Third party confidential reports are the responsibility of the professional to whom 
they are released; 

● Third party confidential reports are filed in the OSR, or with Learning Support 
Services, according to parental / guardian consent; 

● Learning Support Services staff will obtain parental consent to communicate third 
party report information to the schools.  

Classroom Teacher 
In order to best serve the strengths and needs of a student, effective assessment and 
instruction planning are required. Teachers gather a variety of information about their 
students through observations, conversations, and discussions with the student and 
their parents / guardians. Teachers also reference a collection of student work samples 
and other informal classroom oral and written assessments. Through regular and 
ongoing dialogues with the parent / guardian and the student, teachers gain additional 
information to help them to best know their students. 
 
To determine appropriate programming and/or placement the following assessments 
may be administered: 

Educational Assessments 
● are used to determine appropriate programming for students; 
● may include norm-referenced achievement testing to assess acquisition of basic 

academic skills; 
● may be required for a student to be referred for an individual assessment by 

Learning Support Services personnel; 
● are required for a student to be considered for an IPRC meeting; 
● include reports containing background information, current learning strengths and 

needs, a summary of recommendations (e.g. in-class program accommodation 
and/or modification, resource support, etc.). 

Psychological Assessments 
● are based on current and historical information; 
● include standardized psychological tests, observations, interviews with a student, 

professional judgment, clinical skills, multi-disciplinary discussion and consultation 
with parent(s)/guardian(s) to gain insight into a student’s overall functioning 
including behaviour, personality, intellectual profile, learning style and 
achievement; 
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● are conducted by psychologists and psychological associates who are registered 
members of the College of Psychologists of Ontario or psychoeducational 
consultants who are supervised by psychologists. 

The legislative underpinning supporting this service delivery model includes the 
Regulated Health Professionals Act (RHPA), 1991, the Psychology Act, 1991 and the 
Health Care Consent Act, 1996 

Social Work Assessments 
● are based on current and historical information; 
● focus on the social emotional development of the student; 
● include the student’s functioning within the context of their family and environment; 
● involve a psycho-social analysis and the creation of a plan of intervention that 

looks at the student in the context of family, school and community;  
● are conducted by social workers who are members of the Ontario College of Social 

Workers and Social Service Workers. 
The legislative underpinning supporting this service delivery model includes the 
Education Act, 1990, The Child, Youth, and Family Services Act 1990. 
 
Speech/Language Assessments 

● address the development of oral and written language skills as emphasized in the 
Ontario curriculum; 

● may be needed to augment an educational assessment; 
● may include one or more of the following areas: receptive and expressive language 

skills, metalinguistic skills (e.g., phonemic awareness), social communication, and 
cognitive-communication; 

● screening for speech sound production, fluency as well as voice and resonance 
disorders may be conducted to evaluate the appropriateness for a referral to 
access additional services through CHEO School Health Professional Services; 

● are conducted by speech-language pathologists who are members of the College 
of Audiologists and Speech-Language Pathologists of Ontario. 

As the Ontario curriculum emphasizes both oral and written language skills (e.g., 
listening, understanding, speaking, reading and writing) some students may require a 
speech-language pathology assessment.  
 
The legislative underpinning supporting Speech-Language Pathology services includes 
the Regulated Health Professionals Act (RHPA), 1991 and the Audiology and Speech-
Language Pathology Act, 1991. The Inter Ministerial Guidelines for the Provision of 
Speech and Language Services, 1988 is also followed in determining type and level of 
service provided. 
 
Assessments conducted outside of the OCDSB 
Assessments may vary from one jurisdiction to another. Since school districts set their 
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own criteria (based on Ministry of Education categories of exceptionalities), the OCDSB 
does not automatically recognize previous identifications and placements held by 
students. Professional services staff review assessments, with parent / guardian 
consent, in order to make a determination at a school level of potential 
recommendations for identification and placement, where appropriate. The 
assessments must be conducted by a qualified professional (according to the standards 
set by each profession in Ontario). Medical information pertinent to accommodation of 
the student is directed to the school principal.  

Assessment Results 
Assessment results are provided to parent(s)/guardian(s) through: 

• meetings with parent(s)/guardian(s) and appropriate school and/or board
personnel as required; 

• written reports.

Assessment information is collected under the authority of the Education Act, and will 
only be used to plan and evaluate a student's program. The information is confidential 
and access will be limited to those employees who have an administrative need, the 
student, and parent(s)/guardian(s) of a student who is under 18 years of age. 

Wait List for Learning Support Services 
● Wait lists are maintained at a school level using a multi-disciplinary team approach

to prioritize students based on need. A range of supports and services are 
available to address student need while waiting for formal assessment. 

● By the end of June, 2019, Learning Support Services (LSS) will have collected
data on students waiting for Speech-Language Pathology, Psychological, and 
Social Work Assessments. LSS is presently working to develop a waitlist tool, with 
a vendor. The goal for implementation is 2020. 

Special Education Plan 2019 34


	Special Education Plan Cover
	Mission Statement
	Blank Page

	The Board's Consultation Process
	Special Education Program and Services Internal / External Reviews
	Methodology for Internal Reviews
	In January, 2014, the Learning Support Services department presented Report No. 14-001, Performance Measures for the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board, Learning Support Services. Building on the draft, Program Logic Models (PLMs), developed in con...
	Further work has begun on the implementation and monitoring of a revised model for supporting students with Learning Disabilities. Exploration of the programs and services for students with Giftedness is ongoing. A key component of the program review ...
	OCDSB Quality Programming Indicators
	This year, we continue to work on the development of the OCDSB Quality Programming Indicators (QPI).  The purpose of the new resource is to provide a comprehensive overview of quality programming to meet the specialized learning needs of students with...
	Learning Support Services Operational Review
	In October, 2018, at Committee of the Whole (COW), trustees passed a motion that LSS was directed to undertake an operational review with the focus of the following aspects:

	The Board's Model for Special Education
	Definition of Terms Accommodation includes special teaching and assessment strategies, human supports, and/or individualized equipment that help the student learn and demonstrate learning. Accommodations described in the IEP should include only those ...

	Roles and Responsibilities
	Purpose of the Standard To provide the public with information on roles and responsibilities in the area of special education.
	The Ministry of Education has defined roles and responsibilities in elementary and secondary education in several key areas:

	Early Indentification Procedures and Intervention Strategies
	Tiered Approach for Early Identification and Intervention (Assessment/Consultation/Intervention)
	Parents / guardians who provide information indicating their child has or may have special needs prior to school entry, may be asked to provide signed parental consent for board personnel to make contact with preschool service providers to arrange an ...
	Student Registration Process Grade 1 - 12  Students who register to attend OCDSB schools and have been receiving an educational program elsewhere are reviewed at the time of registration for the need for additional support related to specific needs. T...
	It is typical practice in the OCDSB to request as much information from the parents / guardians about the student available at the time of registration. Where a parent / guardian does not have copies of materials from the student record in their posse...
	If a student has been identified as exceptional in another school district, the school team with parental participation will determine whether further assessment may be required and whether to initiate an Individual Education Plan (IEP). If it is deem...


	The Identification, Placement and Review Committee (IPRC) Process and Appeals (1)
	Educational and Other Assessments
	Specialized Health Support Services in School Settings
	School Health Support Services Service Guidelines –
	Nutrition (Registered Dietitian (RD) Services)
	Program Criteria: Nutrition (Registered Dietitian (RD) Services)
	Discharge criteria include one or more of the following:
	*General Role of RD
	School Health Support Services Service Guidelines –Occupational Therapy
	Program Criteria: Occupational Therapy
	Discharge Criteria- include one or more of the following:
	Service Model:
	Program Criteria: Physical Therapy
	Discharge Criteria include one or more of the following:
	Services:
	School Health Support Services Speech Language Pathology Service Guidelines   Community Care Access Centre provides speech therapy for children and youth with a health based need for speech services. School boards are responsible for providing these s...

	V2- Categories and Definitions of Exceptionalities 
	Special Education Placements
	Program
	Evaluation Methods
	Alternative Placements
	For Further Information
	Exceptionality: Deaf and Hard of Hearing
	Ministry Definition
	Program
	Evaluation Methods
	Alternative Placements
	For Further Information
	Exceptionality: Language Impairment  Ministry Definition A learning disorder characterized by impairment in comprehension and/or use of verbal communication or the written or other symbol system of communication, which may be associated with neurologi...
	Program
	Evaluation Methods
	Alternative Placements
	For Further Information
	Exceptionality: Speech Impairment
	Ministry Definition
	Service Delivery Model
	Exceptionality: Learning Disability (LDSIP and LDP)
	Ministry Definition
	Program
	Evaluation Methods
	Alternative Placements
	For Further Information
	Program
	Evaluation Methods
	Alternative Placements
	For Further Information
	Exceptionality: Developmental Disability
	Ministry Definition
	Program
	Program
	Program
	Evaluation Methods
	Alternative Placements
	For Further Information
	Category: Physical
	Exceptionality: Physical Disability
	Ministry Definition
	Program
	Evaluation Methods
	Alternative Placements
	For Further Information
	Exceptionality: Blind and Low Vision
	Ministry Definition
	Program/Service Delivery Model
	Evaluation Methods
	Alternative Placements
	For Further Information

	Category: Multiple
	Exceptionality: Multiple
	Range of Placements
	For Further Information
	Exceptionality: Mild Intellectual Disability and Behaviour
	Ministry Definition of Mild Intellectual Disability
	Ministry Definition of Behaviour
	Program
	Evaluation Methods
	Alternative Placements
	For Further Information
	Program: Primary Special Needs (PSN)
	Program
	Evaluation Methods
	Alternative Placements
	For Further Information
	Looking Forward


	Individual Education Plans (IEPs)
	Individual Education Plans (IEP)
	Purpose of the Standard
	Purpose of an IEP


	Instructional

	Provincial and Demonstration Schools in Ontario
	Special Education Staff
	Equipment
	Accessibility of School Buildings
	Accessibility of School Buildings
	Purpose of the Standard To provide the Ministry of Education with further details of the Board’s multi-year plan, which was previously submitted to the Ministry, for improving accessibility for students with physical and sensory disabilities, and to p...


	Transportation
	Transportation
	Purpose of the Standard To provide details of the Board’s transportation policies to the Ministry and to the public.

	The Board’s Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC)
	Purpose of the Standard To provide details of the operation of the board’s SEAC to the Ministry and to give members of the public information to which they are entitled.
	The Role and Responsibilities of SEAC
	SEAC Meetings

	SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (OCDSB) MEMBERS 2018-19
	OCDSB TRUSTEE MEMBERS
	MEMBER ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVES
	COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

	Coordination of Services with Other Ministries or Agencies
	Part 4- Coordination of Services With Other Ministries or Agencies
	Purpose of the Standard To provide the Ministry and the public with details of the board’s strategies to ensure a smooth transition for students with special needs who are entering or leaving a school.


	ADP58BD.tmp
	Staff Development
	Purpose of the Standard
	Professional Development Input from SEAC
	Principals and Vice-Principal Intern Program / Training Opportunities
	New Teacher Induction Program
	Special Education Workshops for OCDSB Staff
	Communication of Professional Development






